The procedural skills of medical students: expectations and experiences.
The procedural skills that medical students should learn were identified by a survey of faculty and residents at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Medicine in 1985. Those who responded indicated that it was important for students to have exposure to all 52 procedures listed on the questionnaire. Only a small number of procedures were identified by 75% or more of those who responded as being important for students to perform with proficiency (11 procedures identified by the faculty, nine by the residents). On another questionnaire, the graduating medical students indicated that, for the most part, they had experience performing these important procedures. To ensure clinical competency, expectations regarding these skills should be communicated to students, faculty, and residents and, ideally, a system should be established to assess these skills.